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directing his “prophecies” to the current Daniel—decided to attempt to foist off a 
needs of the people in the second century series of spurious prophecies on his 
B.C., since some of his “prophecies” gu ll ib le  co nt em po ra ri es  (p er ha ps  
cover that period. motivated by a dare from his friends). He 

then proceeded to embellish his phony 
Daniel Is Challenged predictions with a detailed description of 

life in Nebuchadnezzar's court, including When one understands that what was 
punishment given for certain crimes, going on about 175 B.C. the critics' 
details of the religious leaders, customs of motives become embarrassingly obvious.
the time, etc.This was the time of the Maccabean 

The critics have generally felt that revolt against Antiochus Epiphanes. The 
many of these details were fanciful tales, book of Daniel covers historical details of 
since a Jew living so much later [some 400 the breakup of Alexander the Great's Of course, some will argue that this years difference] would have had no empire into four divisions and the was an attempt to make the people of his direct knowledge of these ancient times. subsequent war between the king of the time believe that the end was near. Fair He would have had to have been some-south, climaxing in Antiochus Epiphanes' enough, but why then did they accept the thing of a novelist.invasion of Jerusalem. Daniel's spectacu- book into the Canon when the end didn't The third chapter of Daniel is thought 

by critics to bear this out. 
The “story” of Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-Nego 
has been labeled “prepos-
terous.” The very idea of 
throwing men into a 
furnace seems absurd. It 
simply doesn't fit the 
n o r m a l  p a t t e r n  o f  
executions.

A letter (dated even 
b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  o f  
N e b u c h a d n e z z a r ) ,  
however, has been found 
(and is in the Nies 
Babylonian collection at 
the Yale University) which 
contains a royal decree 
ordering the death of a 
slave by burning in a 
f u r n a c e !  ( J o h n  B .  
Alexander, “New Light on 
the  F ie ry  Furnace ,”  
J o u r n a l  o f  B i b l i c a l  

lar in-advance description of the minute come? [Besides, as pointed out earlier, the Literature, Vol. 69, 1950, pp. 375-6.)
details of all of this (in Daniel 11the Old Testament Canon had already been Daniel's details of Nebuchadnezzar's 
longest “detailed” prophecy in the Bible) compiled and completed several hundred court have been proven to be remarkably 
are too absolutely accurate to have been years earlier.] accurate. Sir Henry Rawlinson found that 
written hundreds of years before they took the magicians in Babylon at that time 

A Critical “Fairy Tale”place, say the critics. correspond exactly to the three classes of 
Too accurate to have been conceived Once upon a time (about 175 B.C.) a Chaldean doctors which Daniel enumer-

by man, that is, [who have lived 400+ pious man (really a religious nut or a ates.
years before the event actually occurred!] clever fraud) resolved to avail himself of Fairy tales don't come true.

Therefore, the “fundamental axiom the traditions surrounding the name of 
of criticism” is applied—and Daniel is Daniel. He then set about to write the Daniel's Prophecies for Today!
quickly put into a “time machine” and “re- circumstances of his own time. And so, in Daniel's prophecies didn't finish in 
materialized” some four hundred years the name of “Daniel the prophet,” this 175 B.C.! And that's crucial—for this 
later—as an attempt is made to set his fast-talking “pseudo-Daniel” proclaimed article, and for your life.
prophecies into the “proper” historical words of admonition and prophecy to the Having had Daniel's prophecies in 
situation of the Maccabean revolt. “faithful” (deceived idiots) around him in hand since the sixth century B.C., it must 

There are two things wrong with this the second century B.C. have been quite an experience for the 
hypothesis: Now ponder what this imaginary Jews of the time to see these things being 

situation would have to have been. This 
wily fellow—living long after the time of 

When he asked for further 
understanding, he was told: 
“Go thy way, Daniel: for the 
words are closed up and sealed 
till the time of the end” (Daniel 
12:9).

2. Daniel's words were not 
directed to the people of his 
own time nor even primarily to 
those in the second century 
B.C., but to those living at the 
time of the end.

1. Daniel himself did not 
understand all that he wrote. 

Doctrinal Statement: practice took a new and deeper signifi- personally confessing the sin of the 
The ceremony of water baptism is cance. nation, as Nehemiah, Ezra, Moses, and 

performed by immersion for the forgive- (Joh n's bapt ism did not make  Daniel had done. He was showing support 
ness of sins upon true repentance and available the Holy Spirit. Later we have for what John was doing, and He was 
acceptance of Christ's sacrifice. After this an example which shows the necessity of inaugurating His own public ministry. 
ceremony, the laying on of hands follows re-baptism in the name of Jesus for some Jesus, the perfect man, didn't need 
and one receives the gift of the Holy who had undergone only the baptism of baptism for sin, but He accepted it in 
Spirit. Baptism symbolizes the renuncia- John—Acts 19:1-6). obedient service to the Father, and God 
tion of the past sinful way of life, the In  Ma tt he w 28 :1 9- 20 , Je su s showed His approval (Matthew 3:16-17).
burial of the “old man” in a watery grave, commanded that the apostles go into all After Jesus was resurrected, He gave 
and the emergence of a new Spirit-led nat ion s pre ach ing  the  gos pel  and  instructions to His twelve apostles (Mark 
man living with Christ's mind and baptizing the disciples. They followed 16:15, 16). Notice the fate of those who do 
following in His footsteps. Christ's command and they themselves not b elie ve an d are  not b apti zed.  

The New Testament places great both stressed the importance of baptism Therefore, it was Jesus Christ Himself 
emphas is u pon  the  cer emony a nd and explained its meaning  in their that commands baptism. Please read 
symbolism of water baptism. It is a deeply preaching and teaching. Matthew's version of this command given 
meaningful initiatory rite referred to in by Jesus (Matthew 28:19, 20).

The CommandHebrew 6:1 as one of the foundational On the Day of Pentecost, when the 
doctrines of Christian belief. John the New Testament church began, the apostle Jesus Christ is our example to follow 
Baptist is the one who introduced water Peter gave an inspired sermon that in all things. Not only is He our Savior, but 
baptism as a ceremony through which one pricked the hearts of the people (Acts He is our Lord, Master, soon-coming 
outwardly demonstrates  his inward 2:14-40). The people were so upset, they King, and the Captain of our Salvation. 
attitude of repentance and his desire to asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we Therefore, we need to think in terms of 
submit to God. do?” Peter then said unto them, “Repent, following in His footsteps, walking as He 

Christ placed His stamp of approval and let every one of you be baptized in the walked. “For to this you were called, 
upon John's baptism and set the example name of Jesus Christ for the remission of because Christ also suffered for us, 
for us by undergoing the ritual Himself sins; and you shall receive the gift of the leaving us an example, that you should 
(Matthew 3:13-17). The Father likewise Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).follow His steps” (1 Peter 2:21).
expressed His favor with Jesus' baptism If we are to be saved from the death Why did Jesus go to John and ask to 
by saying through an angel immediately penalty of sin, we must repent and be be baptized? It was not for repentance of 
afterward that Jesus was His beloved Son baptized for the remission of those sins. sin, because He never sinned. The 
in whom He was “well pleased” (verse Baptism symbolizes our belief in God and statement “to fulfill all righteousness” 
17). faith in the death, burial, and resurrection means to accomplish what God gave Him 

Jesus' disciples continued to baptize of Christ. Also it is symbolic of putting to to do. Jesus saw His baptism as furthering 
in a manner similar to John until the death death the old sinning self by burying it God's work (Matthew 3:13-15).
and resurrection of their Master, when the under water.Jesus was baptized because He was 
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“For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept: line upon line,
line upon line; here a little, and there a little...”  Isaiah 28:10

Understanding Baptism
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continued on page 22



It is easy to say that we repent and God for His loving compassion for you? 
believe in Jesus Christ, but will we be Have you found a quiet place for your 
obedient and willing to be immersed in Bible study? Do you have your Bible at 
water through baptism? Not only is hand and paper for your own personal 
baptism an act of our willingness to notes? If so, you are ready!
change our life, but it is also a test of our 

Understanding Baptismobedience. Water baptism, then, is a 
requisite towards the way of salvation. The biblical passage concerning 

water baptism and its importance is found 
Final Instructions in Acts 2:36-41. The apostle Peter gave an 

God has not gone far off somewhere. inspired sermon on the Day of Pentecost 
It should become clear to you as you study in which he convicted the hearts of his 
His Word, the Bible, that He is very near listeners for having put the Messiah, Jesus 
to you, and is very interested in your Christ, to death. Thousands heard that 
welfare and progress. The reason many message and became filled with guilt and 
prayers are not answered is that those who shame for their part in this act of treach-
pray do not really understand or know the ery. Their spontaneous cry was, “Men and 
true God. They think of God as some far- brethren, what shall we do?” (verse 37). A 
off, vague, ethereal, undefinable very honest question.
Something. They do not think of God as a When people come to recognize, as 
real personality who is actively sustaining this first-century group did, that they have 
the whole universe, which He created and been living contrary to the command-
maintained. ments of the Lord their God who created 

God is the active, law-giving Ruler them, what should they do as individuals, 
Baptism by Immersionof the universe. He reveals Himself in His and as a nation?

Word, the Bible, and clearly shows us Peter's answer to them was, “Repent, The reason John the Baptist was 
what kind of God He is. He tells us how and let everyone of you be baptized in the baptizing in the Aenon River was the fact 
we should worship Him. He informs us name of Jesus Christ for the remission of that baptizing requires “much water” 
how we should obey Him. And He fulfills sins; and you shall receive the gift of the (John 3:23). If John were only sprinkling 
all His promises. Holy Spirit” (verse 38). or pouring, a river of water would not be 

It is of paramount importance that we Previous lessons have made clear necessary.
take His Word literally. It should be that repentance and faith are necessary to Jesus of course had no sins to repent 
meaningful to each one of us in a personal attain salvation. The next step, as we are of, but He allowed John to baptize Him, 
way. God means what He says. shown by Peter, is baptism. setting an example for us to follow 

Jesus certainly understood this, He Even though the Scriptures are quite (Matthew 3:13; 1Peter 2:21.
said, “Your word is truth” (John 17:17). clear about the method of baptism, there is The baptism of Jesus proves that He 
All of the apostles lived their lives and much confusion in the world as to how was fully immersed, for He “went up 
constantly taught and acted as if God's baptism should be done. Some religious straightway out of the water”. If sprin-
Word was literally their guide. groups sprinkle, pour, immerse—but kling or pouring were used, He would not 

We constantly have choices to make. what does the Bible tell us about this have come “up…out” of it (Matthew) 
Will we choose to obey Jesus and live by commanded rite? 3:16)!
every word of God (Matthew 4:4), or will The word sprinkle occurs a number In the book of Acts, when Philip 
we listen to the cacophony of different of times in the New Testament, but always baptized the eunuch, they both went into 
ideas of men? in connection with the blood of Christ, the water. If sprinkling or pouring were 

If we expect to get results in our and never to baptism. The word pouring being used, Philip could have stood on the 
prayers, we must believe the God of the also appears several times, but not in bank and leaned over to get the necessary 
Bible. We must believe that it is truth, and relation to baptism. water to sprinkle or pour.
be willing to allow the truth to guide our The word baptize is not an English These two examples show that the 
lives. word per se. When translating the New early New Testament  church Jesus  

We must seek the true God by Testament from Greek to English the established practiced total immersion 
praying, studying His Word to learn His translators left this word untranslated. when baptizing (Acts 8:38; Matthew 
comma ndmen ts, and actin g on the The Greek word is baptizo. The definition 28:19, 20).
revealed Word by putting it to use in our of the word baptize is “immerse”. It 
lives. In other words, we must believe the means, “plunge into” or “put into”. It does 
Bible. This is one of the keys to effective not mean, “sprinkle” or “pour”. The 
prayers. Greek word for “sprinkle” is rantizo, and 

Before beginning this lesson, have “pour” is cheo. Therefore, sprinkling and 
you prayed for God's guidance, asking pouring  are not forms of baptism. 
Him to open your heart and mind to Immersion, being placed fully under 
understand the message He has for you? water, is. Water baptism has great 
Are you willing to accept correction symbolic meaning, as this lesson will 
through this lesson? Are you grateful to make clear.

Review
1. The strongest statement for 

water baptism is found in Acts 
2:38.

2. Many people ask what they 
should do to be saved.

3. Peter told several thousand 
people to “repent and be 
baptized.”

4. There is confusion or outright 
disobedience in the manner in 
which baptism is done.

5. While the words sprinkle and 
pour are used in the New 
Testament they are never used 
in regard to baptism. Only the 
concept of immersion is. 

Scriptures to Read, Remember, and 
Recite.
I Peter 2:21; Mark 16:16, 16; Matthew 
28: 19, 20; Acts 2:36-41; John 17:17; 
Matthew 4:4

Review
1. Baptism requires much water.
2. Jesus was immersed, and came 

up out of the water.
3. Jesus also set an example for us 

to follow.
4. Philip had no need to go down 

into the water with the eunuch if 
mere sprinkling or pouring 
water were the custom.
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5. The New Testament church 
practiced total immersion.

Scriptures to Read, Remember, and 
Recite.
John 3:23; Matthew 3:13-15; Acts 8:38; 
Matthew 28:19, 20

Baptism requires a total surrender, which 
takes place after a heartfelt repentance The act of baptism is symbolic, and 
and the recognition that we are worthy of we need to understand what it symbolizes. 
death because of our sins.Water baptism has no magical power; 
Our willingness to humble ourselves and however, God requires this simple 
do what Jesus did in the ordinance of physical act of obedience if we are to 
baptism is essential. “He that is baptized become His sons and daughters and 
shall be saved”  (Mark 16:16). Reviewreceive His Holy Spirit.
Review 1. There is no other name under Baptism is an outward ceremony or 

1. Baptism is an outward sign of an heaven by which we must be sign of an inward repentance. It shows 
inward repentance. saved.forth one's willingness and desire to put 

2. It demonstrates a desire to give 2. Je su s'  di sc ip le s di d th e away his or her old life and begin living a 
up our old life and begin living a baptizing for Him.new life of obedience to God on a 
new life of obedience to God. 3. Th ey  ba pt iz ed  re pe nt an t permanent basis.

3. After three days and three nights believers by the authority of The apostle Paul tells us that after 
in the grave, Jesus was made Jesus Christ.Jesus was crucified for our sins, His dead 
alive.body was buried, and then He rose again 

4. He triumphed over sin and Scriptures to Read, Remember, and the third day (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4; 
death. Recite.Romans 8:11). Jesus was in the heart of 

5. Being brought up out of the Acts 4:12; John 3:22; John 4:1, 2; Acts the earth, “the grave,” for three days and 
waters of baptism is symbolic of 10:48; Colossians 3:17three nights, but then was made alive and 
being brought out of the grave to given immortal life by God's Spirit 
live a new life of obedience.(Matthew 12:38-40). His resurrection 

6. We are free from the guilt of past shows He triumphed over sin and death.
sins and from the death penalty 
those sins have incurred.

7. God's Spirit provides the 
strength to resist  s inful  
influences.

8. Baptism is an expression of our 
repentance from sin and our 
desire to bury our old sinful life.

9. Baptism is an ordinance by 
which we express our faith in 
Jesus Christ as our personal 
Savior.

Scriptures to Read, Remember, and 
Recite.
I Corinthians 15:3,4; Romans 8:11; 
Matthew 12:38-40; Colossians 2:12, 13; 
Romans 6:3-13; Acts 2:38; Romans 8:9, 
10; Colossians 1:27-29; Romans 5:5; 
13:10; Galatians 2:20

Review
1. We have learned that we are 

baptized into the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit.

2. God's ministers do this in the 
name and by the authority of 
Jesus Christ.

3. In so doing the baptismal 
c a n d i d a t e  b e c o m e s  t h e  

spiritual law (Romans 5:5; 13:10). 3:22; 4:1). But the actual work of 
The apos tle Paul  gave us this baptizing these people was done through 

bea uti ful  sta tem ent : “I hav e bee n the disciples who did it for Him (John 
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who 4:2).
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life When the repentant believers were 
which I am live in the flesh I live by faith baptized, they were baptized “in the name 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave of Jesus”in other words, by His authority. 
Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). When you do anything in another's name 

Meaning of Baptism you do it by his express permission. The 
disciples of Jesus did the baptizing for 
Him, by His authority and in His name, 
and that was the same as if Jesus had 
actually done it Himself. Ministers of 
Jesus Christ do all things in His name 
(Acts 10:48).

Into the Name!

In Matthew 28:19, we find repentant 
Baptism is symbolic of one's death, believers are to be baptized “in” the name 

burial, and resurrection from the grave of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
(Colossians 2:12, 13; Romans 6:3-13). Observation: The inspired Greek 
Just as Jesus died for our sins and was word translated “in” is eis. This word 
buried, in like fashion, symbolically, our actually means “into”. The one who is 
immersion in a watery grave pictures the baptized becomes the possession of, and 
death and burial of our old sinful life. So comes under the protection of, the one 
also as Jesus was resurrected in newness who se nam e he bea rs.  The ref ore , 
of life, our coming up out of the waters of Matthew 28:19 should be translated: 
baptism is symbolic of our rising out of “…baptizing them into the name of the 
the grave to live a new life of obedience to Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
God. We are now free from the guilt of Spirit”. It is done in the name, by the 
past sins and the death penalty those sins authority of Jesus Christ.
demanded. When God's ministers baptize in the 

At baptism we begin living as name of Jesus Christ, they are not 
follower of Christ, surrendered to God. baptizing the baptismal candidate into any 
We walk in “newness of life.” After hu ma nl y de vi se d orga ni za ti on  or  
baptism we consider ourselves as dead, so denomination, but into the very God 
far as sin is concerned, but alive to God Family, into the name of the Father, the 
through His Son Jesus Christ (Romans Son, and the Holy Spirit.
6:11).

In the Name of Jesus ChristOnce we are baptized and receive the 
Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ begins to live There is no salvation through any 
within us through His Spirit (Romans 8:9, other person or savior than Jesus Christ. 
10; Colossians 1:27-29). The Bible says, “Nor is there salvation in 

We now have the spiritual strength any other, for there is no other name under 
we need to yield ourselves to God and heaven given among men by which we 
resist the influence of the world, the flesh, must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
and the devil. Also God's Spirit furnishes The scriptures tells us that Jesus 
us the faith and love of God to obey His baptized more disciples than John (John 
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obedient and willing to be immersed in Bible study? Do you have your Bible at 
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3. Peter told several thousand 
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mere sprinkling or pouring 
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sins and from the death penalty 
those sins have incurred.

7. God's Spirit provides the 
strength to resist  s inful  
influences.

8. Baptism is an expression of our 
repentance from sin and our 
desire to bury our old sinful life.

9. Baptism is an ordinance by 
which we express our faith in 
Jesus Christ as our personal 
Savior.

Scriptures to Read, Remember, and 
Recite.
I Corinthians 15:3,4; Romans 8:11; 
Matthew 12:38-40; Colossians 2:12, 13; 
Romans 6:3-13; Acts 2:38; Romans 8:9, 
10; Colossians 1:27-29; Romans 5:5; 
13:10; Galatians 2:20

Review
1. We have learned that we are 

baptized into the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit.

2. God's ministers do this in the 
name and by the authority of 
Jesus Christ.

3. In so doing the baptismal 
c a n d i d a t e  b e c o m e s  t h e  

spiritual law (Romans 5:5; 13:10). 3:22; 4:1). But the actual work of 
The apos tle Paul  gave us this baptizing these people was done through 

bea uti ful  sta tem ent : “I hav e bee n the disciples who did it for Him (John 
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who 4:2).
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life When the repentant believers were 
which I am live in the flesh I live by faith baptized, they were baptized “in the name 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave of Jesus”in other words, by His authority. 
Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). When you do anything in another's name 

Meaning of Baptism you do it by his express permission. The 
disciples of Jesus did the baptizing for 
Him, by His authority and in His name, 
and that was the same as if Jesus had 
actually done it Himself. Ministers of 
Jesus Christ do all things in His name 
(Acts 10:48).

Into the Name!

In Matthew 28:19, we find repentant 
Baptism is symbolic of one's death, believers are to be baptized “in” the name 

burial, and resurrection from the grave of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
(Colossians 2:12, 13; Romans 6:3-13). Observation: The inspired Greek 
Just as Jesus died for our sins and was word translated “in” is eis. This word 
buried, in like fashion, symbolically, our actually means “into”. The one who is 
immersion in a watery grave pictures the baptized becomes the possession of, and 
death and burial of our old sinful life. So comes under the protection of, the one 
also as Jesus was resurrected in newness who se nam e he bea rs.  The ref ore , 
of life, our coming up out of the waters of Matthew 28:19 should be translated: 
baptism is symbolic of our rising out of “…baptizing them into the name of the 
the grave to live a new life of obedience to Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
God. We are now free from the guilt of Spirit”. It is done in the name, by the 
past sins and the death penalty those sins authority of Jesus Christ.
demanded. When God's ministers baptize in the 

At baptism we begin living as name of Jesus Christ, they are not 
follower of Christ, surrendered to God. baptizing the baptismal candidate into any 
We walk in “newness of life.” After hu ma nl y de vi se d orga ni za ti on  or  
baptism we consider ourselves as dead, so denomination, but into the very God 
far as sin is concerned, but alive to God Family, into the name of the Father, the 
through His Son Jesus Christ (Romans Son, and the Holy Spirit.
6:11).

In the Name of Jesus ChristOnce we are baptized and receive the 
Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ begins to live There is no salvation through any 
within us through His Spirit (Romans 8:9, other person or savior than Jesus Christ. 
10; Colossians 1:27-29). The Bible says, “Nor is there salvation in 

We now have the spiritual strength any other, for there is no other name under 
we need to yield ourselves to God and heaven given among men by which we 
resist the influence of the world, the flesh, must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
and the devil. Also God's Spirit furnishes The scriptures tells us that Jesus 
us the faith and love of God to obey His baptized more disciples than John (John 
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possession of and under the 
protection of the One whose 
name he bears.

Scriptures to Read, Remember, and 
Recite.
Matthew 28:19

Being Put in the Church

Believe it or not, after baptism and 
the laying on of hands to receive the Holy 
Spirit, we become members of the divine 
Family of God.

Few professing Christians under-
stand that one must first be begotten, then 
born, into the Family of God. As a matter 
of fact we are now God's children though 
only begotten, still subject to the 
possibility of a spiritual miscarriage. 
“Beloved, now we are children of 
God…we know that when He is reveals, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is” (1 John 3:2).

It is interesting to compare spiritual 
birth with physical birth. The physical 
birth begins with a begettal. Then there is 
a development period of some nine 
months, and then the birth. The spiritual 
birth is similar. First a spiritual begettal, 
then nurtured by God's Spirit, a period of 
spiritual growth and development in the 
“womb” of the church, and finally the 
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continued from page 10
Who Wrote the Law?

appearance of immortal, glorified, spirit-
composed sons and daughters of God at 
Christ's Second Coming (1 Corinthians 
15:49-52; 2 Corinthians 6:18).

Jesus promised His disciples the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5). On 
the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came 
and sat upon 120 disciples, and they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4). 
Also there were an additional 3000 souls 
who were baptized (Acts 2:41).

God's true church is called body of 
Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12, 27; 
Colossians 1:8). We cannot join this true 
church of God; we must be put into it by 
God (1 Corinthians 12:13).

The apostle Paul pointed out that we 
must have the Spirit of Christ dwelling in 
us, or we do not belong to Him (Romans 
8:9). We only become Christ's when the 
Holy Spirit comes into us!

All the members are held together by 
the same common bond, and that bond is 
God's Holy Spirit.

So it is possible for someone to 
associate with the members of the body of 
Christ and still not be a part of the body. 
Only God knows who has truly repented. 
Only God knows who He has given His 
Spirit to.

It is the receiving of the Holy Spirit of 
God that immerses us, puts us into, the 

Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch. But 
there is a very good foundation to support 
the truth that Moses was the human author 
of the Pentateuch.

The Test of Language

If the Pentateuch was written long 
after the time of Moses and only was 
finally finished after the Babylonian 
captivity—as the critics would have us to 
believe—there should be certain clearly 
defined linguistic evidence available. 
Late Babylonian and Persian influence 
should be present, and there should be no 
special Egyptian influence. Furthermore, 
the history and archaeology should be 
“full of mistakes and anachronisms” (A. 
Rendle Short, Modern Discovery and the 
Bible, p. 161).

These tests certainly apply equally to 
other books of the Bible, which were in 
fact written at a later date.

Such books of the Bible as Ezekiel, Daniel 
and partly also of Ezra and Nehemiah, 

which were admittedly composed during 
and immediately after the exile, reveal in 
language and style such an unmistakable 
Babylonian influence that these newly 
entered foreign elements leap to the eye (A. 
S. Yahuda, The Language of the Pentateuch 
in Its Relation to Egyptian, p. xxix).

The Pentateuch, however, presents a 
totally different picture. The influence of 
the Babylonian language in the 
Pentateuch is so minute as to be negligible 
and what is there is extremely archaic, 
dating back to the time of Abraham. This, 
of course, is exactly what we would 
expect.

It is when we look for the Egyptian 
influence, however, that we begin to get 
the full picture. Yahuda finds even the 
early chapters of Genesis “full of 
Egyptian influence.” For example, the 
word tebah is used for Noah's ark, and is 
an Egyptian word. It occurs twenty-six 
times in Genesis, twice in Exodus 
(dealing with the little ark that the baby 
Moses was hidden in) and nowhere else in 

the Old Testament.
Pilter lists some of the more notable 

Egyptian words found in the Pentateuch. 
Read his conclusion:

These words alone (there appear to be 
others in the Pentateuch) show, firstly, a 
strong Egyptian influence upon the writer, 
which is adequately and best explained by 
his having been, although a Hebrew, 
instructed in Egyptian schools; in other 
words, they point to Moses; and secondly as 
they are words of everyday life—including a 
liquid and dry measure, and linen and 
woolen textiles—indicate strong and 
persistent Egyptian influence upon the 
common life of the Hebrews which admits of 
no explanation satisfactory as that of the 
sojourning of the Israelites in Egypt for a 
considerable period (W. T. Pilter, The 
Pentateuch, A Historical Record, pp. 506, 
507).

This powerful Egyptian influence in 
the Pentateuch, which shows itself most 
distinctly in the Exodus, is unmistakable 
evidence of the Mosaic authorship of the 

church of God.
Review

1. After baptism and the laying on 
of hands to receive the Holy 
Spirit, we become members of 
God's divine family.

2. When Jesus Christ appears, we 
shall be like Him.

3. We shall be God's sons and 
daughters a part of the God 
family.

4. One hundred and twenty 
disciples were filed with the 
Holy Sprit on the Day of 
Pentecost.

5. Three thousand souls were 
baptized also on the Day of 
Pentecost.

6. God's true church is called the 
body of Christ.

7. Only God can out us into His 
church.

8. It is receiving of the Holy Spirit 
that puts us into the church of 
God.

Scriptures to Read, Remember, and 
Recite.
1 John 3:2; 1 Corinthians 15:49-52; 2 
Corinthians 6:18; Acts 1:5; 2:1-4, 41; 1 
Corinthians 12:12, 27; Colossians 1:18; 1 
Corinthians 12:13; Romans 8:9.  AG

Pentateuch. Kyle says:

These words are of such unusual meaning 
and of such temporary use in Egypt, belong 
so peculiarly to the place and the times and 
are used with such absolute accuracy 
throughout the Pentateuch, that it is 
incredible that scribes of a late period in 
Israel's history could have attained to such a 
linguistic nicety. The passages in which these 
words occur must have come from the 
Mosaic age, the only age when some of them 
were employed in Egypt (M. G. Kyle, The 
Deciding Voice of the Monuments in Biblical 
Criticism, pp. 249, 250).

Finally, if, as the critical theory would 
have us to believe, the Pentateuch was of 
late origin and based on early myths and 
legends, we would expect the history and 
archaeology to be full of mistakes and 
anachronisms. This however, is not the 
case.

Then when the archaeological data of the 
Mosaic age are laid all along the course of the 
Pentateuchal narrative, it is found to be so 
uniformly harmonious with that narrative, 
with the customs, the institutions, the 
topography, the itineraries, and the history, 
as far as these are known, all the way from 
the shadows of Hebrew slavery in Egypt to … 
the turning back from Kadesh-Barnea, as to 
make one marvel that different authors in 
different centuries should have been so 
uniformly successful in the representations 
of historical fiction (ibid., p. 251).

And so in conclusion, everything in 
the Pentateuch is as it should be for Moses 
to be the author.

What Difference Does It Make?

Let's return to the original question. 
What difference does it make whether 
Moses wrote the Pentateuch? Why have 
the critics devoted so much time trying to 
prove that the Pentateuch was composed 
of documents written from about 750 B.C. 
onwards?

The answer is simple. Once we admit 
the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, it 
becomes impossible to deny the divine 
origin of the Law. The evolutionary 
concept of the development of Israel's 
religion requires a passage of time in 
which a law could evolve. The Law, they 
reason, therefore had to be the result of 
trial and error of a form of “natural 
selection.”

No single living man in any given age 
of history could possibly have written such 
a Law. In this the critics are correct. God, 
not Moses, is the Author of the Law!
[The Good News of Tomorrow's World, 
February 1971]  AG
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